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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

The Constitution delegates the major powers of the federal government to Congress. The Con-
stitution provides for a Supreme Court, specifying and limiting its original jurisdiction, giving Con-
gress absolute authority to control (limit or abolish) the court’s appellate jurisdiction. Federal courts
are given no authority over any state laws.

The first article of the Constitution begins: “All legislative Powers berein granted . . . . ” This
means that the federal government cannot legally exercise any power not clearly granted in the Con-
stitution. The 52-word Preamble includes promotion of the general welfare among the broad put-
poses for which the Constitution was ordained and established; but the Preamble is not a grant of
power. The only other place where promotion of the general welfare is mentioned in our Constitu-
tion is Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I:

“The Congress shall have Power to Lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imports and Excises, to pay
D the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States . ...”

Many assert that this “'general welfare” clause gives government broad powers to do anything
which the President and Congress claim to be necessary for “common defense and general wel-
fare.” That is not true. James Madison, Father of the Constitution, said the Constitution grants #o
general powers to the federal government. He explained that the so-called “welfare clause” is not a
grant of power: It is merely a heading for enumerated powers which Congress may exercise to
“provide for the common Defence and general Welfare.”

James Madison delivered a speech on this subject to the First U. S. Congress:

“If Congress can apply money indefinitely to the general welfare, and are the sole and supreme
judges of the general welfare, they may take the care of religion into their own hands; they may
establish teachers in every State, county and parish, and pay them out of the public Treasury;
they may take into their own hands the education of children, establishing in like manner schools
throughout the Union; they may undertake the regulation of all roads, other than post roads. In
short, everything, from the highest object of State legislation, down to the most minute object of
policy, would be thrown under the power of Congress; for every object I have mentioned
would admit the application of money, and might be called, if Congress pleased, provisions for the
general welfare.”
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Madison also said:

“The powers delegated . . . to the federal gov-
ernment are few and defined. Those which are
to remain in the State governments are numerous
and indefinite . . . . The powers reserved to the
states will extend to all the objects which, in the
ordinary course of affairs, concern the lives, liber-
ties, and properties of the people, and the inter-
nal order, improvement, and prosperity of the
state.”

The Constitution created a system in which
the federal government is limited to enumerated
powers, states remaining sovereign republics with
regard to their internal affairs. In such a system,
state governments (which can be controlled by
local citizens) have elastic, unspecified power to
experiment, if the people wish, with “social re-
form” legislation —legislation, for example, deal-
ing with unemployment, medical care for the desti-
tute, and other such “general welfare” programs.
If a state government abuses its broad powers, it
will lose productive citizens to other states. The
experience of other states, and competition among
states, will force correction of major errors.

If the federal government is given broad, gen-
eral powers to experiment with such “social re-
form” legislation, and to intervene in private and
state affairs, the stupidities of the central bureauc-
racy can be imposed on the whole population
uniformly — leaving no place for oppressed citi-
zens to seek refuge; no competition to force cor-
rection, or even admission, of error; no competi-
tive example, anywhere, to prove that freedom
works better than bureaucratic planning.

If federal officials assume power to experiment
with programs not authorized by the Constitution,
they break the contract of government, the Con-
stitution. When— for any cause, however pop-
ular; for any need, however great; for any emer-
gency, however dire — federal officials violate the
binding contract of the Constitution, nothing is
left to fend off tyranny. When the federal govern-
ment commits one act not authorized by the Con-
stitution, it cracks the dam erected to control
governmental power. The crack may at first be
imperceptible; but, eventually, it will widen until

the dam is gone; and a destructive flood of uncon-
trollable governmental power will engulf all.

Thomas Jefferson (Author of the Declaration
of Independence) expressed the unique American
concept of a constitutionally limited federal gov-
ernment when he said:

“In questions of political power, speak to me
not of confidence in men, but bind them down
from mischief with the chains of a constitution.”

Does this mean that an 18th Century Constitu-
tion prevents the nation from ever acting, through
the federal government, to do something which
the majority wants done? No! The people, by
due process, can amend the Constitution, granting
power which they want government to have. By
no other means can the Constitution be legally
changed, or limitations on the power of govern-
ment legally altered. A Supreme Court decision is
not constitutionally valid if it reads into the Con-
stitution or its Amendments some meaning not
there when the Constitution and its amendments
were adopted. Presidential decrees and acts of
Congress are constitutionally invalid (no matter
what the Supreme Court says; and no matter how
many previous decrees and acts may be cited as
precedents) if said decrees and acts are not patent-
ly, constitutionally, authorized.

Obeying the Constitution does not mean obedi-
ence by the people: it means obedience by the
federal government. The Constitution is a binding
contract, adopted by the people, meaning exactly
what it says, to be obeyed meticulously by all
agents and agencies of government—to be
changed only by explicit constitutional process.

Legislative, Executive, and Judicial usurpation
of power has violated the Constitution — so long
and so outrageously — that this nation is sinking,
day by day, into a morass of lawless tyranny. We
cannot re-establish constitutional government and
restore our free Republic until a decisive number
of Americans understand our organic documents
of government and use them as guides to political
action. The organic documents are the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution, as
amended.
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The full text of the Constitution and its 24
amendments cannot be published in one Repor:.
Hence, this week, I reprint the Constitution (as
written in 1787; adopted, 1789). Next week:
the Declaration of Independence and the 24 con-
stitutional amendments.

Text of The Constitution

A few portions of the original Constitution (such as the
first clause of Section 9 of Article I, which authorized the
slave trade until the year 1808) are no longer in effect, be-
cause of the passage of time. Other pottions are no longer in
effect, or have been altered, because of Amendments. The
portions of the original Constitution not now in effect are
omitted from the following text. Astevisks in brackets indicate
the omissions. All omissions caused by Amendment are so
indicated.

PREAMBLE: We the People of the United
States, in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Lib-
erty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States
of America.

ARTICLE I, SECTION 1 (Legislative Pow-
ers): All legislative Powers herein granted shall
be vested in a Congress of the United States,
which shall consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives.

ARTICLE 1, SECTION 2 (House of Repre-
sentatives, How Constituted, Power of Impeach-
ment): The House of Representatives shall be
composed of Members chosen every second Year
by the People of the several States, and the
Electors in each State shall have the Qualifica-
tions requisite for Electors of the most numerous
Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall
not have attained to the Age of twenty-five Years,
and been seven Years a Citizen of the United
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
inhabitant of that State in which he shall be
chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be ap-
portioned among the several States which may be
included within this Union, according to their
respective Numbers [*** 14th Amendment].
The actual Enumeration shall be made within
three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress
of the United States, and within every subsequent
Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall

by Law direct. The Number of Representatives
shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand,
but each State shall have at Least one Represent-
ative [***],

When vacancies happen in the Representation
from any State, the Executive Authority thereof
shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse
their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have
the sole Power of Impeachment.

ARTICLE I, SECTION 3 (The Senate, How
Constituted, Impeachment Trials): The Senate
of the United States shall be composed of two
Senators from each State [*** 17th Amendment]
for six Years; and each Senator shall have one
Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in
Consequence of the first Election, they shall be
divided as equally as may be into three Classes,
[***] so that one third may be chosen every
second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resig-
nation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the
Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof
may make temporary Appointments until the
next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall
then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not
have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and
been nine Years a Citizen of the United States,
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabi-
tant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall
be President of the Senate, but shall have no
Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and
also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of
the Vice President, or when he shall exercise
the Office of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all
Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose,
they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the
President of the United States is tried, the Chief
Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be con-
victed without the Concurrence of two thirds of
the Members present. ;

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not
extend further than to removal from Office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of
honor, Trust or Profit under the United States:
but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be li-
able and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment
and Punishment, according to Law.
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ARTICLE I, SECTION 4 (Election of Sena-
tors and Representatives): The Times, Places and
Manner of holding Elections for Senators and
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State
by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may
at any time by Law make or alter such Regula-
tion, except as to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in
every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first
Monday in December, unless they shall by Law
appoint a different Day [Provision changed by
Amendment XX, Section 2].

ARTICLE I, SECTION 5 (Quorum, Journals,
Meetings, Adjournments): Each House shall be
the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifica-
tions of its own Members, and a Majority of each
shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a
smaller Number may adjourn from day to day,
and may be authorized to compel the Attendance
of absent Members, in such Manner, and under
such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its
Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly
Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two
thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceed-
ings, and from time to time publish the same,
excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment
require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the
Members of either House on any question shall,
at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be
entered on the Journal

Neither House, during the Session of Congress,
shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any other Place
than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

ARTICLE I, SECTION 6 (Compensation,
Privileges, Disabilities): The Senators and Repre-
sentatives shall receive a Compensation for their
Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out
of the Treasury of the United States. They shall
in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach
of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during
their Attendance at the Session of their respective
Houses, and in going to and returning from the
same; and for any Speech or Debate in either
House, they shall not be questioned in any other
Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the
Time for which he was elected, be appointed to
any civil Office under the Authority of the United
States, which shall have been created, or the
Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased

during such time; and no Person holding any
Office under the United States, shall be a Member
of either House during his Continuance in Office.

ARTICLE 1, SECTION 7 (Procedure in Pass-
ing Bills and Resolutions): All Bills for raising
Revenue shall originate in the House of Repre-
sentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur
with Amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House
of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before
it become a Law, be presented to the President
of the United States; If he approve he shall sign
it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections
to that House in which it shall have originated,
who shall enter the Objections at large on their
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such
Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall
agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together
with the Objections, to the other House, by which
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved
by two thirds of that House, it shall become a
Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both
Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and
the Names of the Persons voting for and against
the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each
House respectively. If any Bill shall not be re-
turned by the President within ten Days (Sun-
days excepted) after it shall have been presented
to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner
as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by
their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which
Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which
the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives may be necessary (except on a ques-
tion of Adjournment) shall be presented to the
President of the United States; and before the
Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him,
or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed
by two thirds of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, according to the Rules and Limitations
prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

ARTICLE I, SECTION 8 (Powers of Con-
gress): The Congress shall have Power To lay
and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to
pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defence and general Welfare of the United States;
but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uni-
form throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United
States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations,
and among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes;
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To establish an uniform Rule of Naturaliza-
tion, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bank-
ruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof,
and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of
Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counter-
feiting the Securities and current Coin of the
United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and use-
ful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors
and Inventors the exclusive Right to their re-
spective Writings and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the su-
preme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies
committed on the high Seas, and Offences against
the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and
Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures
on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appro-
priation of Money to that Use shall be for a
longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regu-
lation of the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to exe-
cute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrec-
tions and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disci-
plining, the Militia, and for governing such Part
of them as may be employed in the Service of
the United States, reserving to the States respec-
tively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of training the Militia according. to
the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases
whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten
Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular
States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become
the Seat of the Government of the United States,
and to exercise like Authority over all Places
purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of
the State in which the Same shall be, for the
Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-
Yards, and other needful Buildings; — And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by
this Constitution in the Government of the

United States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

ARTICLE I, SECTION 9 (Limitations upon
Powers of Congress) [ **%]: The Privilege of the
Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended,
unless when in Cases of  Rebellion or Invasion
the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall
be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be
laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enu-
meration herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles ex-
ported from any State. No Preference shall be
given by any Regulation of Commerce or Reve-
nue to the Ports of one State over those of an-
other: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one
State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties
in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury,
but in Consequence of Appropriations made by
Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money
shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the
United States: And no Person holding any Ofhice
of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without
the Consent of the Congress, accept of any pres-
ent, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

ARTICLE I, SECTION 10 (Restrictions upon
Powers of States): No State shall enter into any
Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters
of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills
of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver
Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any
Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law im-

pairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any
Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the
Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports
or Exports, except what may be absolutely neces-
sary for executing its inspection Laws: and the
net produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any
State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use
of the Treasury of the United States; and all such
Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Con-
troul of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Con-
gress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops,
or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into
any Agreement or Compact with another State,
or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless
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actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger
as will not admit of dalay.

ARTICLE II, SECTION 1 (Executive Power,
Election, Qualifications of the President): The
executive Power shall be vested in a President of
the United States of America. He shall hold his
Office during the Term of four Years, and, to-
gether with the Vice President, chosen for the
same Term, be elected as follows

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as
the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of
Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators
and Representatives to which the State may be
entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Rep-
presentative, or Person holding an Office of Trust
or Profit under the United States, shall be ap-
pointed an Elector [*¥* 12th Amendment].

The Congress may determine the Time of
chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they
shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the
same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen [ **%]
shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither
shall any Person be eligible to that Office who
shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five
Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within
the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from
Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability
to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said
Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice Presi-
dent, and the Congress may by Law provide for
the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or In-
ability, both of the President and Vice President,
declaring what Officer shall then act as President,
and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the
Disability be removed, or a President shall be
elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive
for his Services, a Compensation, which shall
neither be encreased nor diminished during the
Period for which he shall have been elected, and
he shall not receive within that Period any other
Emolument from the United States, or any of
them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office,
he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:
—“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully execute the Office of President of the
United States, and will to the best of my Ability,

preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the United States.”

ARTICLE II, SECTION 2 (Powers of the

President): The President shall be Commander
in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United
States, and of the Militia of the several States,
when called into the actual Service of the United
States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of
the principal Officer in each of the executive
Departments, upon any Subject relating to the
Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for
Offences against the United States, except in
Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice
and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, pro-
vided two thirds of the Senators present concur;
and he shall nominate, and by and with the
Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls,
Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Off-
cers of the United States, whose Appointments are
not herein otherwise provided for, and which
shall be established by Law; but the Congress
may by Law vest the Appointment of such in-
ferior Officers, as they think proper, in the Presi-
dent alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads
of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all
Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of
the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall
expire at the End of their next Session.

ARTICLE II, SECTION 3 (Powers and Du-
ties of the President): He shall from time to time
give to the Congress Information of the State of
the Union, and recommend to their Consideration
such Measures as he shall judge necessary and
expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions,
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in
Case of Disagreement between them, with Re-
spect to the Time of Adjournment, he may ad-
journ them to such Time as he shall think proper;
he shall receive Ambassadors and other public
Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be
faithfully executed, and shall Commission all
the Officers of the United States.

ARTICLE II, SECTION 4 (Impeachment):
The President, Vice President and all civil Ofh-
cers of the United States, shall be removed from
Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of,
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Mis-
demeanors.

ARTICLE III, SECTION 1 (Judicial Power,
Tenure of Office): The judicial Power of the
United States, shall be vested in one supreme
Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress
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may from time to time ordain and establish. The
Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts,
shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour,
and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Serv-
ices, a Compensation, which shall not be dimin-
ished during their Continuance in Office.

ARTICLE III, SECTION 2 (Jurisdiction):
The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in
Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution,
the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made,
or which shall be made, under their Authority;
— to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other pub-
lic Ministers and Consuls; — to all Cases of ad-
miralty and maritime Jurisdiction; — to Contro-
versies to which the United States shall be a
Party; — to Controversies between two or more
States [***]11th Amendment]; between Citizens
of different States; — between Citizens of the
same State claiming Lands under Grants of dif-
ferent States; and between a State, or the Citizens
thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other pub-
lic Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a
State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have
original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before
mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appel-
late Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with
such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as
the Congress shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of
Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial
shall be held in the State where the said Crimes
shall have been committed; but when not com-
mitted within any State, the Trial shall be at
such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law
have directed.

ARTICLE III, SECTION 3 (Treason, Proof
and Punishment): Treason against the United
States, shall consist only in Levying War against
them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving

them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be con-
victed of Treason unless on the Testimony of two
Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confes-
sion in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the
Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of
Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or For-
feiture except during the Life of the Person at-
tainted.

ARTICLE 1V, SECTION 1 (Faith and Credit
among States): Full Faith and Credit shall be
given in each State to the public Acts, Records,
and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And
the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the
Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceed-
ings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

ARTICLE IV, SECTION 2 (Privileges and
Immunities, Fugitives): The Citizens of each
State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Im-
munities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason,
Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from
Justice, and be found in another State, shall on
Demand of the executive Authority of the State
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re-
moved to the State having Jurisdiction of the
Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one
State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into an-
other, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regu-
lation therein, be discharged from such Service
or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim
of the Party to whom such Service or Labour
may be due.

ARTICLE IV, SECTION 3 (Admission of
New States): New States may be admitted by the
Congress into the Union; but no new State shall
be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of
any other State; nor any State be formed by the
Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States,
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without the Consent of the Legislatures of the
States concerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of
and make all needful Rules and Regulations
respecting the Territory or other Property belong-
ing to the United States; and nothing in this Con-
stitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any
Claims of the United States, or of any particular
State.

ARTICLE IV, SECTION 4 (Guarantee of Re-
publican Government): The United States shall
guarantee to every State in this Union a Republi-
can Form of Government, and shall protect each
of them against Invasion; and on Application of
the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the

Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic
Violence.

ARTICLE V (Amendment of the Constitu-
tion): The Congress, whenever two thirds of both
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Ap-
plication of the Legislatures of two thirds of the
several States, shall call a Convention for propos-
ing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be
valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures
of three fourths of the several States, or by Con-
ventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or
the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed
by the Congress; Provided that [***] no State,
without its Consent, shall be deprived of it’s equal
Suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICLE VI (Debts, Supremacy, Oath): All
Debts contracted and Engagements entered into,
before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall
be as valid against the United States under this
Constitution, as under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United
States, which shall be made in Pursuance thereof;
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and all Treaties made, or which shall be made,
under the Authority of the United States, shall
be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges
in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing
in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the
Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before men-
tioned, and the Members of the Several State
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Of-
ficers, both of the United States and of the several
States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation,
to support this Constitution; but no religious Test
shall ever be required as a Qualification to any
Office or public Trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VII (Ratification and Establish-
ment): The Ratification of the Conventions of
nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establish-
ment of this Constitution between the States so
ratifying the Same.

A Texan Looks At Lyndon

J. Evetts Haley, Texas cowman and scholar who
has been described as “America’s finest historical
writer,” has written A Texan Looks At Lyndon:
A Study in lllegitimate Power. Exciting as a saga
of the Old West, this thoroughly-documented 250-
page study lays bare machinations involved in
Lyndon B. Johnson’s rise to power. The book is
a pocket-size paperback, priced for mass distribu-
tion: $1.00 single copy, with reduced prices for
larger orders. It is important reading for this
political year. Order directly from The Palo Duro
Press, P. O. Box 390, Canyon, Texas.
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